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A geografia da inovagdo caracteriza-se pela concentragdo das actividades
intensivas em conhecimento em diversas escalas de analise, desde a cidade ao
Estado-nacdo. Esta diferenciacdo espacial tem sido estudada por muitos gedgra-
fos, economistas e outros académicos, pois trata-se de um dominio de grande
relevancia para o desenvolvimento econdémico territorial. Alids, o processo de
globalizagdo e a emergéncia da economia do conhecimento sdo provavelmente
dois dos topicos com maior relevo em geografia econdmica, assistindo-se actual-
mente a emergéncia de novas configuragdes espaciais ndo raras vezes cruzando
regides e Estados-nagdo, aspecto que coloca novos desafios para o desenho e
implementacdo de politicas de desenvolvimento territorial.

Estas sdo as razdes principais que estiveram na base da elaboragao do
numero tematico “Conhecimento, Inovag¢io e Territorio” da Finisterra — Revista
Portuguesa de Geografia, esperando assim contribuir para o aprofundamento do
debate na comunidade académica e entre técnicos e decisores politicos no domi-
nio do desenvolvimento regional.

As far as its geography is concerned, innovation is characterised by the
high level of concentration of knowledge-intensive activities at various scales
of analysis, from the city to the nation-state. Due to its relevance for economic
spatial development, this spatial differentiation has been studied by numerous
geographers, economists and other researchers. Indeed, the process of globali-
sation and the emergence of the knowledge-based economy are probably two of
the foremost topics within economic geography, as we currently witness the
emergence of new spatial configurations that link and combine regions and
nation-states in novel ways, thus posing new challenges to the design and imple-
mentation of spatial development policies.

These are main reasons behind the decision to publish a special issue of
Finisterra — Revista Portuguesa de Geografia on “Knowledge, Innovation and
Territory”, which we hope will constitute a valuable contribution to furthering
the debate on regional development topics amongst practitioners, policy-makers
and the academic community.
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